To Mr. Demevare, one of. the French Miniſters 


© exerciſed againſt them. 
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| Rochel in France, 


at the French Church'in the Savoy ; ſhewing 
the Intollerable Perſecutions that are there 


j 


HEREAS there is found upon Inquiry, That in the City 

/ of Weſtminſter, and other Pariſhes of the County of Mid 
F/ dleſex, that there are now upwards of 3000 French Papilts, 
\ : which uſe ſeveral Handicraft Trades and Arts, as Taylors 


both for Men and Women, Chyrurgenns, hecaries 
Shoomakers, Perriwig makers, Imbroiderers, Cooks, and other Trades, a 


ſeveral Serving-Men, who by their Artifices and Contrivances have, and do 
their utmoſt endeavours to perſwade People that there was no late Confpira- 
cy againſt His Majeſty and Proteſtant Religion, ahd Government of this 
Kingdom ; and being not content therewith, alſo endeavour to maintain ; 
that there was no Powder Plot, nor any Maſſacre at Paris, Ireland, or any 4 
other places, of the Proteſtants, rendring the ſame ridiculous. And where- 
as there is now and hath been very great Cruelties and Perſecutions in ſeveral 
parts of -France, againſt thoſe of the Reformed Religion, whereby ſeveral 
of them, to avoid the fame, have deferted all their Concerns and Eſtates 
there, and for Refuge and ProteQtion have retired themfelves into- England, 
under the Prote&tion of his Majeſty, and notwithſtanding that it appears 
that the horrid Cruelties uſed in France againſt them are true, yet the Mahes 
of thoſe French Papiſts reſiding here-do give out and maintain that there are 
no ſuch Perſecutions, but that thoſe Perſons who come over with their 
Wives and Children, are Criminals and Vagabonds, and fuch as are Bank- 
rupts, and profecuted for their Debts in France, and who come over meerly 
to cheat their Creditors, and not for their Religion, as they pretend; Now 
to diſabuſe all good People, let them Conſider, that in caſe ſach Perſecutions 
had not been truc, His moſt Excellent Majeſty, and His moſt Honourable 
Privy Council (atter due Examinations and Certificates proving the Truth | 
thereof) would not have publiſhed His Royal Order, of the 28th of Fuly N\* 
I68r, in the bchalf of all Perſecuted Proteſtants abroad, nor incited ſuck ©, \/ 3 
to come here for protection, nor recommended them to the good People of . / x x 
this Kingdom for a Charitable ColleCtion for them, as by the ſaid Order is 
at large Expreſſed : And for further Demonſtration of the Rigour and. barbg- 
rous Uſage, now uſcd againſt the ProteſtantFzt Rochel in Frawee, 15 who am» . 
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- ſuing Letter to be Publiſhed, the Original whereof ſha 


| (2) 
one of the Miniſters of the French Church in the Sev. have cauſed this en- 
be produced if need 
requires. | 


The ſaid Letter is Dated at Rochel, the x4th of December, 168x, New 
- Stile, andts as foloweth, 
SIR, | 
T is now Eight days ſince thatI writ to you, and'told you that I ſhould fay 
nothing further concerning the Perſecution in Poitow, having too great a 
ſubje& of that which is now exerciſed in this Town, where the Priſons and 
Towers are filled with Men, Women, and Children, for, and by reaſon of 
their Religion, who are kept very cloſe ; wherethey allow them but Bread 
and Water, and not one Moity of ſo much as is ſufficieat for their ſubſi- 
ſtanee : Andibeſides, there is a conſtadt Guard of Souldiers kept over them, 
who do hinder their Friends trom giving them Adfiſtance. 
be ceponſible_ for the perſonne! People who have defrecd the Province of 
| or o have the Province of 
NEE which have taken Shipping at this Sea-Coſt, and gone out ofthis 
Kingdom'; they have already Impriſoned Sixteen, and made Decrees againſt 
a quantity of the moſt conſiderable Perſons, which have been obliged to abſent 
themſelves for to avoid impriſonment. Mounſicur de Bowprerre 1s one of the 
number ; they pretend that he ſuffered ſome af thoſe Perſons who axe gone to 
Forreign Parts to lye two Nights in the Out-Court of his Houſe, which is near 
the Sea-Coſt, until they had opportunity to Ship therafelves. They have” Ap- 
prehended and carried Prifoners to 7rampet Cafe at Bourdeaux, or to the 
Caſtle of Engoxleſme (it isnot yet known to which of the two) Mounſieur 
la Foretz of Mauze, Mounfieur de Boiſatran of Nyort, Mounſieur Pain de Fon- 
tenay, and Mounſteur Locgaet of Marennes, all of them Miniſters ; and their 
Crime is, becauſe they have Preached and Exhorted their Congregations to a 
perſeverance inthe Proteſtant Rehgion, We are now at that paſs, that we 
know not what will become of us, being under the laſt Conſternati- 
on, and upon the moment to be Maſlacred, it our Great God doth not avert 
that Blow ; The Rabble being ſo annimated againſt us, in following the Ex- 
ample of the Lieutenant of theſe Parts, who hath now left off his Mask, that 
they are in a readineſs to abandon themſelves toall manner of Violence for to 
deſtroy us. We would willingly withdraw our ſelves as our Neighbours have 
done, -but it is now too late; for the Sea-Coſts are Guarded by Souldiers, who 
have Orders to kill and deſtroy all ſuch Perſons as they ſhall ſurprize in the 
Shipping of themſelves : Fifteen days fince they begun to put in Execution 
their Orders, and ſhot a Volley of Muſquetoons upon ſeveral poor People 
that were Rowing in a Shallop, to go on Board an F»g/i/b Vellel, as PaC 
ſengers for London: There was a Seaman Killed, and three Paſſengers 
wounded; my Prayers are to God, that I may not be obliged to tell you 
moreby the next Poſt. 


This is a Frue 7} ranſlation out of the Origin 1/ French, 
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"LONDO N, Printed for R. Bentley, 1681. 


Dain, —_ 
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